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History of Census Data Collection History of Census Data Collection 
on the Asian Population Since 1900on the Asian Population Since 1900

1900 – 1940 – Data collected on Chinese and Japanese only

1950 – Filipinos added to Race/Ethnicity question

1960 – No change from 1950 but enumerator instructions stated to classify 
Asian Indians as “Other” and write in Hindu

1970 – Added Korean and Hawaiian

1980 – Added Vietnamese, Asian Indian, Guamanian and Samoan

1990 – Added “Other API” check off with write-in box – counts provided for 
Cambodian, Hmong, Laotian, Thai and Other Asia (Bangladeshi, Burmese, 
Indonesian, Malayan, Okinawan, Pakistani, Sri Lankan) and Other API (Tongan, 
Tahitian, Northern Mariana Islander, Palauan, Figian)

2000 – Questionnaire now includes “Other Asian” and “Other API”
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New Demographic RegionsNew Demographic Regions
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Race Composition of RegionsRace Composition of Regions
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Share of U.S. in Melting Pot StatesShare of U.S. in Melting Pot States

Foreign Born 70%
Asian Language at Home 68%
Spanish at Home 76%
Mixed Marriages 51%

Native Born 37%
English at Home 34%

Source: William H. Frey
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Michigan Experienced Growth in All Minority 
Segments During the 1990s
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 TOTAL POPULATION, 2000
STATE OF MICHIGAN

 Percent of Total Population
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 ASIAN POPULATION, 2000
STATE OF MICHIGAN

 Percent of Total Population
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 NATIVE HAWAIIAN AND OTHER PI POPULATION, 2000
STATE OF MICHIGAN

 Percent of Total Population
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The Racial Makeup of Southeast 
Michigan Showed Dramatic Change
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The Movement of Minorities to the 
Suburbs Marked the Decade of the 1990s
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Immigration Has Resulted in Near 
Doubling of Asian Population

Asian Ind. / Bangladeshi2,180Hamtramck
Asian Ind. / Japanese2,254W. Bloomfield twp
Asian Ind. / Filipino2,384Warren
Asian Ind. / Chinese2,752Rochester Hills
Asian Ind. / Filipino2,821Sterling Heights
Asian Ind. / Japanese3,226Novi
Asian Ind. / Chinese3,339Farmington Hills
Asian Ind. / Chinese4,116Canton twp
Asian Ind. / Chinese5,859Troy

Major GroupsAddedCommunity



Metropolitan Detroit’s Asian Community is Very 
Diverse, Representing a Number of Ethnicities
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6,521

4,410 3,833 3,306
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Detroit River

Asian Population,
Census 2000

Detroit, Michigan

WSU/CULMA/Center for Urban Studies/jcb

Total Asians

500 to 1,170   (3)
200 to 499   (7)
100 to 199   (8)

1 to 99   (256)
No Asians   (40)

Source: US Census Bureau
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Japanese Population by 2000 Census TractJapanese Population by 2000 Census Tract
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1.28% to 6.31%   (6)
0.99% to 1.27%   (5)
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Vietnamese Population by 2000 Census TractVietnamese Population by 2000 Census Tract
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2.66% to 12.48%   (6)
2.02% to 2.65%   (5)
1.37% to 2.01%   (4)
0.73% to 1.36%   (11)
0  to 0.72%  (1137)

Hmong Population by 2000 Census TractHmong Population by 2000 Census Tract
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27   (1)
10 to 13   (2)
5 to 9   (10)
1 to 4   (69)
0   (1081)
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5 to 9   (18)
1 to 4   (59)
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New Immigrants Had a Large Impact on 
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College Graduation Rates Range Widely College Graduation Rates Range Widely 
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